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The True Meaning of Christmas

Late one Christmas Eve | sank back, tired but content, into my easy chair. The kids were in bed, the gifts were
wrapped, the milk and cookies waited by the fireplace for Santa. As | sat back admiring the tree with its decorations, it
wasn't long before the tiny twinkling tree lights lulled me to sleep. | don't know how long | slept, but all of a sudden |
knew that | wasn't alone.

| opened my eyes, and you can imagine my surprise when | saw Santa Claus himself, standing next to my Christ
tree. He was dressed all in fur from his head to his foot just as the poem described him. But he was not the "jolly old el
of Christmas legend. The man who stood before me looked sad and disappointed. And there were tears in his eyes.

"Santa, what's wrong?" | asked. "Why are you crying?" "It's the children,"” Santa replied sadly. "But the children lov
you," | said. "Oh, | know they love me and the gifts | bring them," Santa said. "But the children of today seem to have
somehow missed out on the true spirit of Christmas...and it's not their fault! It's just that the adults, many of them not
having been taught themselves, have forgotten to teach the children." "Teach them what?" | asked.

Santa's kind old face became soft, more gentle. His eyes began to shine with something more than tears. He spok
softly. "Teach the children the true meaning of Christmas. Teach them that the part of Christmas we can see, hear, a
touch is much more than meets the eye. Teach them the symbolism behind the customs and traditions of Christmas v
now observe. Teach them what it is they truly represent.”

Santa reached into his bag and pulled out a tiny Christmas tree and set it on my mantle." Teach them about the
Christmas tree. Green is the second color of Christmas. The stately evergreen with its unchanging color represents th
hope of eternal life in Jesus. It's needles point heavenward as a reminder that man's thoughts should turn heavenwarc
well."

Santa reached into his bag again and pulled out a shiny star and placed it at the top of the small tree. "The star we
the heavenly sign of promise. God promised a Savior for the world and the star was the sign of the fulfillment of that
promise of the night that Jesus Christ was born. Teach the children that God always fulfills His promises and that wise
men still seek Him." "Red," said Santa, "is the first color of Christmas."

He pulled forth a red ornament for the tiny tree. "Red is deep, intense, vivid. It is the color ofdgherifeblood
that flows through our veins. It is the symbol of God's greatest gift. Teach the children that Christ gave His life and she
His blood for them that they might have eternal life. When they see the color red it should remind them of that most
wonderful gift."

Santa found a bell in his pack and placed it on the tree. "Just as lost sheep are guided to safety by the sound of th
bell, it continues to ring today for all to be guided to the fold. Teach the children to follow the true Shepherd who gave
His life for the sheep."

Santa placed a candle on the mantle and lit it. The soft glow from its one tiny flame brightened the room. "The glov
of the candle represents how man can show his thanks for the gift of God's son who was born that Christmas Eve lonc
ago. Teach the children to follow in Christ's footsteps, to go about doing good. Teach them to let their lights shine befo
men that all may see it and glorify God. This is what is symbolized when the twinkly lights shine on the tree like hun-
dreds of bright, shining candles, each of them representing one of God's precious children, their light shining for all to
see."

Again, Santa reached into his bag and this time he brought forth a shiny red and white striped candy cane. As he
hung it on the tree, he spoke softly, "The candy cane is a stick of hard, white candy. White to symbolize the virgin birth
and sinless nature of Jesus and the shape 'J' to represent the precious name of Jesus who came to earth as our Savic
also represents the crook the Good Shepherd uses to reach down into the ditches of the world to lift out the fallen laml
who, like sheep, have gone astray. The original candy cane had three small red stripes which are the stripes of the
scourging Jesus received by which we are healed, and a large red stripe that represents the shed blood of Jesus so tt
can have eternal life.

Then Santa brought out a beautiful wreath made of fresh, fragrant greenery and tied with a bright red bow. "The b
reminds us of the bond of perfection which is love. The wreath embodies all the good things about Christmas for those
with eyes to see and hearts to understand. It contains the colors of red and green and therhedveredles of the
evergreen. The bow tells the story of good will towards all; and its color again reminds us of Christ's sacrifice. Even its
very shape is symbolic, representing eternity and the eternal nature of Christ's love. It is a circle without beginning and
without end. These are the things you must teach th
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ETHAN CORE RECEIVES EAGLE SCOUT HONOR

Ethan Tyler Core received the highest rank in scouting on Sunday, November
o 14" in an impressive ceremony at the church. The Eagle certificate and badge
; i were presented in the company of family, friends, and fellow scouts.

P4 Ethan began his journey as a Cub Scout in September of 1997 at Stoney Run

1 Church. He moved up to Boy Scouts and joined Troop #157 in Erwin. He pro-
M gressed through the ranks of Tenderfoot, Second Class, First Class, Star, and

Life. He has served as a Patrol Leader and has earned 21 merit badges.

e Participating in the -defand Ko Goye, brothere E
Brandon, Scout Mastdrarry Lynn, and Scout LeadeWalt Edwards, Steve

8 Wood, Kevin Tutor, Tommy Hughes, and Andy Tutor. Congratulatory letters

™ were read from US Representative Bob Etheridge, US Represeiiate

% Renee Elmers, Sheriff Jimmy Thornton, and Secretary of Juvenile Justice in

| North Carolina Linda Hayes. Pastor Lee Lane gave the benediction.

Foll owing the ceremony, a reception was held in
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FALL FESTIVAL AT BETHESDA

On Sunday, night October 31 at Bethesda the children haddrdogat in the church parking lot. There
were about seven cars that participated with the trunks all decorated and filled with candy. After the children
had filled their bags with treats we went into the hut to enjoy hamburgers and hotdogs with all the trimmings
and ended with great desserts.

We were all so full, but we began playing bingo and winning useful prizes. Along with that the kids had ¢
variety of games to play. Then the highlight of the night, the cakewalk. Almost everyone walked at least
some of the time and were happy with the cakes that they won.

It was an evening of fun and the participants enjoyed it all. Many thanks to all who had a hand in making
this a memorable event.

As we left for home all of us could say that we were tired, but thankful that from the youngest to the olde:
that fun and | aughter is still enjoyed by Godods

Judy Lee
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Bloopers that Appeared in Church Bulletins can let our light shine and tell others about the
redeeming grace of Christ Jesus our Lord.

The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals. Many thanks to Leasa Hodges along with
__________________________ John and Rachel for spearheading this project.

The sermon this morning: ‘Jesus Walks on the Water.' This year Leasa was able to get us the regular
The sermon tonight: 'Searching for Jesus.' Samaritans purse shoeboxes that did not have
__________________________ to be wrapped. That not only helped a lot but
Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance towas encouraging to see as those bright colorful
get rid of those things not worth keeping around the  boxes filled the pew near the organ.

house. Bring your husbands. On Sunday, November 14 Leasa led the
__________________________ children in prayer as they gathered around the
Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our shoe boxes and dedicated them to the Lord. It
community. Smile at someone who is hard to love. ~ was wonderful to see the children kneel and
Say 'Hell' to someone who doesn't care much about pray.

you. Altogether 90 boxes were dedicated to the
__________________________ Lord with approximately 40 coming from our
Don't let worry kill you off- let the Church help. church alone. Many thanks to all who were

__________________________ part of this worthy project.

Miss Charlene Mason sang 'l will not pass this way
again,' giving obvious pleasure to the congregation.
For those of you who have children and don't know it,
we have a nursery downstairs.

Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on Oc-
tober 24 in the church. So ends a friendship that begal
in their school days. ‘

At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will
be 'What Is Hell?' Come early and listen to our choir
practice.

Please place your donation in the envelope along wit
the deceased person you want remembered..

This evening at 7 PM there will be a hymn singing in
the park across from the Church. Bring a blanket and
come prepared to sin.

The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the Con-

gregation would lend him their girdles for the pancake ==========================m===mmmmm
breakfast next Sunday.

__________________________ On Sunday, October 31, we had our second

Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday fifth Sundays singing. The guest singers were

at 7 PM.. Please use the back door. AThe Gregoryoso from her
.......................... variety of Southern Gospel, Bluegrass along with
The eighthgraders will be presenting Shakespeare's ~country and western style gospel music which
Hamlet in the Church basement Friday at 7 PWhe included both solos and duets. Everyone enjoyed
congregation is invited to attend this tragedy. the music very much.

.......................... We thank Shelley Lee and Lisa Hodges for all
Weight Watchers will meet at 7 PM at the First Pres- t he wor k they did in bri
byterian Church. Please use large double door at the Bethesda.

side entrance.

SAMARITAN PURSE SHOE BOXES!

As in years past the congregation of Bethesda
participated in the Samaritan purse shoe box drive.
| do not have to tell you what a wonderful project
this is in that it supplies children around the world
with Christmas gifts. As you know it is much more
than that. It not only gives a needy child a gift for
Christmas but it is a way that we, as Christians,




Bible Study, Wednesday Morning Novembe 10

We had a very good Bible Stydas we alwgs da There is dways somethingou canfind to discuss with a

group that you wouldn't thinlof by yourself, at least that's the wiays for me. We are a very opinionated

bunch when it comes time for us to speak up. Most everyone has something interesting to say when Lee as
the questions from the booklet. Some of our discussionsvatiel than others. This was a good one! We are
studying the Beatitudes, Lesson Two, Matt-Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted."

Also read Romans,Verses 2125.

Before we began our study Lee asked if there were any prayer requests. Several had requests for themselve
and for othersvho obviously needed prayer. After prayer we had our discussion.

Last week we welcomed Retha House's mother, Elmira, to our group. She joined us agandotevere
glad to have her. Wke sorry she has to go back home t{oamaybe she can come back again soon.

Betty Jean had a lot of family at her house Sunday. Alex was there and she called Erin on her cell phone. Ex
rything seems fine with her and she sent greetings to us all.

Jean requested prayer for a lady she knows who is prone to melanoma cancer. She lost an ear several mon
ago because of it and has been treated several times for recurrences on other parts of her body. She is now
ing treatment again and is well aware she could die from all this but she has a philosophy that inspired all of
us."If! live, I'll be with my children and grandchildren. If! die, I'll be with Jesus and my family who are al-
ready there. It's win-win situation” Lee prged for her and many others. I'm sure we all joined in silently.

After Prayer Meeting we all joined in Gladys and Betty Jean's birthday celebration. Judy Lee made a
delicious pound cakeith whipped cream icing andnk Happy Birthday letters. There were many other

dishes fried chicken ham and egg biscuitsegetables and salads and deviled eggs. | think: we had some dips,
too, but I didn't samplghem this time. As you get oldelsitharder to make room. We also had lots of
sandwiches and other goodies which | also cdugght tq but | took some home. If gone left hungry it was

their own fault!

Gladys and Betty Jean blew out their candles at first try (after making a wishjeagdree had cake, some
more than they ought. | want that recipe, Judy! We all had a good time and a good lunch. You're invited to
come and join us when you cave might give you a birthday partpo. Even without a party we ahjoy

each others company and Bible Study itself. Happy Birthday, Gladys and Betty Jean!

There are nine different things in the pictures below. Can you find all nine? If you need
help, flip the page upside down and read the writing at the bottom.
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